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Unitarian Universalist  
Fellowship of Yellow 
Springs... 

NEWSLETTER  March 2010 

The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Yellow Springs is published monthly.  To submit 

material for the newsletter please do so by the 15th of each month.  Please submit material as non-formatted 

text in your e-mail or as an MS Word attachment in 12 pt New Times Roman with no formatting (bold, italic, 

etc…).   Send material to David Kling at:  tau.athanasios@gmail.com  

March 2010 Program Schedule 

 

March 7th 
8:30 am Discussion Group topic: What is a powerful life? Do we live powerful lives? 

10:00 am Service: “Meditation!” Come prepared to learn, explore, stretch and experience. This will 

be an interactive service provided by the RE Committee in hopes of furthering our spiritual develop-

ment. 

 

March 14th 
8:30am Discussion Group topic: Why are we here? 

10:00am Service: "Women and Work: The Case of Vietnam" During a sabbatical in 2006, Dr. 

Paulette Olsen had the pleasure of living in Vietnam, working to conduct academic research on gen-

der-related issues.  Living in a Vietnamese neighborhood with the extended families of friends greatly 

enriched her cultural experience and understanding of gender relations.  She will share insights about 

women's changing economic roles, migration patterns, employment options and conditions of work in 

the transition to a market economy and the gender and poverty implications of globalization 

in Vietnam. 

 

March 21st 
8:30am Discussion Group topic: Is “spiritual” necessary? Where does it manifest in our lives? Do 

we create it, or does it simply happen as a natural course? 

10:00am Service: “The Curious Journey of the Social Good in higher Education,”  Presenter: Mi-

chael Fishbein, PhD., President, Antioch University McGregor. Using a brief social history of key 

events over the last 150 years, we will explore how the concept of the social good came to be embed-

ded in higher education and what that means today and for Antioch McGregor.  Dr Fishbein started 

his presidency of Antioch McGregor in July, 2009.  Dr. Fishbein has extensive experience in higher 

education administration.  Dr, Fishbein received his doctorate in Social Psychology.  Community 

members are invited to attend this Sundays program, which starts at 10 AM. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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March 23rd 
7:00pm: The UUFYS Pagan Discussion will be celebrating the return of Spring with a Spring Equi-

nox ritual. Please bring a dish to share with others. 

 

March 28th 
8:30am Discussion Group topic: How can we create a more spiritual atmosphere at UUFYS? Is it 

our duty? Who and what creates "spirituality?" 

10:00am Service:  “Three Years in Armenia as a Peace Corps Volunteer,” presented by Dr. Con-

stance Speake, Professor Emeritus, Northeastern Illinois University.  This presentation of her 

"retirement" work in Armenia will be enhanced by photos and traditional music.  

(Continued from page 1) 

2010 Choral Festival for UU Heartland District 
 

 All Souls Unitarian Church in Indianapolis is reviving a previous tradition -- a choral festival 

starring voices from all over the District!  After arriving in Indianapolis on Friday, May 14, singers 

will practice all day Saturday and present their music at the church on Sunday, May 16, at 4 

p.m.  The choir director is Mark Doerries from All Souls. 

 The weekend also includes opportunities for fellowship, time to visit museums if you arrive 

early, a chance to attend a more formal UU morning service and thrilling music from about 200 

voices.  Detailed information will be sent soon.  Previously, the church provided some meals, some 

home hospitality and a recording of the music.  For further information, talk with Mitzi Manny. 

 All Souls invites everyone to participate (no auditions!) and asks that you confirm your inter-

est now, to help their planning.  If you intend to attend, please reply 

to heartlandchoralfest@yahoo.com.  (N.B.: This is the same weekend as the Tar Hollow camping 

adventure.)  

Tar Hollow is Coming 
 

This year our Tar Hollow adventure weekend will be Friday-Sunday, May 14-16.  Mark this in big 

letters on your calendars!  Sponsored by the UUF for the whole community, it provides a weekend to 

enjoy nature, hike and look for wildflowers, play games with old and new friends or read by the 

fire.  The organizing committee is planning a supercharged Friday evening dinner and activities and 

the Ohio Park Service is renovating the beach for better docking and swimming. We promise it won't 

rain this year, so talk to your neighbors and friends about joining the fun! 

 

ALSO!!! 
 

Please help support the Youth in our efforts with Social Justice activities... Purchase some of our de-

licious Fudgie Wudgie delectables (or simply donate cash or check). Available February 21 through 

March 14! Our funds will be going toward our friends in Rwanda, Michael's House (locally) and a 

donation to Haiti. Thanks in advance for your support!  
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Minutes 

January 2010 UUFYS Executive Board Meeting 
  

Present: Mary Donahoe, Joan Chappelle, Mary Sims, Dick Fowler, Greg Treadwell, Joel H. Gold-

berg, Bengt Gregory-Brown 

  

The meeting was called to order, at 12:08 p.m., followed by the chalice lighting and check-in. 

  

Attending at the request of the Board, Martha Gardin presented an overview of comments made in a 

recent survey of former Fellowship members as well as members who attend programs only rarely. 

Martha, Judy Williams, Joan Chappelle, and Mary Cargan --an ad hoc phonathon team organized by 

Charlotte Battino--interviewed about 25 people, and Martha arranged the anonymous replies into sev-

eral different categories. 

       Asked "what attracted you to our Fellowship?" several people, for example, said they'd been new 

to YS or looking for a church home, had prior experience with UUism or were raised as UUs. Others 

had sought a group with like thinking or was accepting and nonjudgmental, while some liked having a 

lot of music and a strong spiritual element. Most of the survey group insisted that they had been 

greeted at the door, had their questions answered, or never felt unwelcome. 

      Almost all of the members who'd eventually left had been very active in the Fellowship, not just 

in Sunday program attendance but also in small-group potlucks, committees, and even on the Board. 

Others listed the choir, social activities, work bees and other activities they'd particpated in. 

      A preliminary conclusion is that on the whole, the Fellowship is in pretty good shape--as one 

Board member put it, "We just need to do more of what we already do to make newcomers feel wel-

come."  One survey respondent commented, "I really miss seeing Mitzi--say Hi to her." 

     Still, there were some discordant comments, such as the woman who thought that she "didn't find 

room" for her beliefs at UUFYS. Another said that the Fellowship "didn't meet my spiritual needs." 

And: "UUs say they are tolerant but they are not."  The ad hoc group's recommendation: "This was a 

valuable exercise and the ad hoc recommends that the Membership Committee include exit interviews 

in its annual schedule." 

     Stay tuned: Additional efforts are being discussed. 

  

In other Board business,  Mary Sims, treasurer, confirmed that she 

and Louis would be leaving YS this summer, but promised to 

mentor whoever is selected as her successor.  [Subsequently, 

Mary reported that Jack Gaul, one of our newest members, has 

agreed to accept this position.] 

  

Greg T. reported that Tod Fuller has joined the sound-system 

crew. [Subsequently, Tod successfully soloed at the Jan. 17 pro-

gram.]  

  

An offer to sell the Fellowship a 15-seat bus was politely declined by a unanimous vote after discus-

sion of costs, insurance, and driver-license requirements. 

  

With Mitzi's cooperation, some new hours have taken effect. Choir practice now ends at 9::45 a.m. to 

ease bottlenecks in the parlor. With most people seated by 10 a.m., there's a better chance that each 

(Continued on page 4) 

UUFYS Executive Board 

agenda for March: 
 

-- Chalice lighting and check-in 

-- Review of February minutes 

-- Treasurer's Report 

-- Stewardship 2010 

-- End of Life Committee 

-- UUFYS By-Laws  
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program can conclude by the 11:30 a.m. targeted end time. In a related development, the Board has 

agreed to begin its monthly meeting to 11:45 instead of noon. This also means that the 15-minute 

"public portion" will [has been] moved ahead by 15 minutes. 

  

Mary D. suggested that we explore the idea of the Board having dual presidents to handle the Fellow-

ship's challenges better--an organizational president plus  

a "good vibes" president attuned to the mood of the congregation. Also to be weighed: Having some-

one on the Member Services committee assume the role of ombudsman. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:14 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted by Joel H. Goldberg, secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 

Dear UUFYS Members and Friends, 

  

On a mid-winter's day in February, Valentine’s Day--a day of love, I learned that Unitarian Univer-

salists have contributed almost a million dollars ($988,369) to a relief fund for Haiti created by the 

national UU Service Committee and the UU Association.  In addition, we have a representative for 

human rights in Haiti working with Haitian groups, including the Papaye Peasant Movement, the 

Lambi Fund, and the Platform of Community Organizations of the Port-au-Prince Metropolitan 

Zone, to bring relief to the Haitian people. 

  

As UUA President Reverend Peter Morales says, “I am called to remember that love is much more 

than romantic love.  Every religious tradition teaches us that love is sacred . . . .This sacred love is 

not just an emotion.  Love acts.  Love cares for those in need.  Love demands that we take a stand.” 

  

As I read about the generosity of my UU sisters and brothers nationwide, I am proud to be a Unitar-

ian Universalist.  I feel the joy of being a member of an international denomination that can express 

love in the action of service to others.  

  

But I am reminded that expressing love through service is also evident in our Yellow Springs UU 

Fellowship volunteers.   Whether it be washing cups, donating food, educating youth, making re-

pairs, teaching social justice, planning programs, preparing newsletters, caring for the deceased, wel-

coming visitors, helping those in need, decorating the walls, joining a committee, making a pledge, 

or serving in any way, you—our members and friends—define who we are and who we can 

be.  "Love acts." 

  

It is now late winter, and we are in our stewardship season—a time when we share a common re-

sponsibility and a willing commitment to serve our UUYS Fellowship by pledging what we can to 

meet our needs for the coming year.  Your Executive Board (with valuable input from our many 

committees) has developed a budget that does not increase expenses from the previous year.  Our 

goal is to cover our operating expenses and to rebuild our reserve fund for future capital ex-

penses.  (That fund was depleted this year by repairs to our building and grounds--primarily the re-

placement of the old heating system).  

  

(Continued on page 5) 
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On Sunday, March 14, the Stewardship Committee, chaired by Judy Rose, will open our pledge drive 

for 2010-11, and on the annual meeting (May 23), our membership will vote on the final 

budget.  Please consider the many ways you can pledge:  annually, monthly, weekly, and/or in sup-

port of special projects (such as the reserve fund), and please help your all-volunteer board by pledg-

ing by the end of April.  

  

Thank you for your stewardship--for your loving participation, service and pledging. 

  

Mary Donahoe 

President 

(Continued from page 4) 

— Passages — 
 

- Mrs. Ellie Ridinger, member and mother of Charlotte Battino, passed away on  February 16, at the 

age of 93.  A memorial service will be held later in the spring. 

- A memorial service for member Jo Ann Molk, who died February 1, will be held at 2 p.m. on Sat-

urday, March 13, in the Glen Helen auditorium. 

- A memorial service for Sydney Welton will be held in May. 

- On February 17, Mrs. Helen Kagin, M.D. passed away.  She was the aunt of Gayle Sampson and 

visited the UUF when her husband Edward Kagin spoke at the Fellowship this past January. 

Social Justice Annual Report 2009-10 and Goals for 2010-11 
 

Annual Report 2009-10 

 

1. Social Justice Committee participated in carrying out the Vision and Goals of the UUF 2009-

2014 with the following specific actions: 

 Reducing the retention rate of UUF members. A task group was formed to explore why members 

leave. Report and proposed remediations were  presented to the board. 

 Increasing a diverse membership.  SoJus produced Sunday programs addressing class, race and 

supported RE producing programs celebrating various religions. 

  

SoJus rearranged the UUF library making resources to the different religious viewpoints more acces-

sible. 

 

SoJus invited 5 African Americans to present programs on various subjects. 

 Increasing visibility in the community. SoJus has many actvities each year where our name and 

mission are evident. 

 

Street fair, Thanksgiving dinner, Spring Sing, Haiti Fund Raiser were some of this past year's expo-

sure in the community. 

 Increasing tolerance of various religious viewpoints is an ongoing goal of SoJus. Actions are just 

keeping the conversation alive. 

  

2. SoJus Committee led the fellowship in Service activities. 
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 12 Service organizations (local and international) are part of the Sunday offering. Each organiza-

tions receives about $250. each year.  Other collections were for a Rwandan/Yellow Springs 

Youth adventure, and a group of Mills Lawn 5th-6th grade students Leadership Conf. in Washing-

ton, DC. 

 UUF members made 300 salads for the Haiti Benefit. 

 SoJus had the annual Winter Food Pantry Drive. 

 SoJus had the annual Blood Drive. 

 Members of SoJus and UUF helped organize and       participate in the Yellow Springs Block Par-

ties. 

 SoJus participates in many community groups and members of the UUF  join many community 

action initiatives. 

  

3. SoJus Committee led the fellowship in social action Education. 

 Bought and shelved a library of resources addressing Ethical Eating, and the Committee continues 

to offer movies, lunches and conversations concerning animal rights, local foods, home gardens 

and simple living. An UUF vegetable  and herb garden is planned for the Spring. 

 Bought and shelved several DVD's addressing justice and freedoms. 

 SoJus produced Sunday programs addressing the education gap between blacks and white stu-

dents, community sustainability, national security, animal rights, homelessness, right to die, na-

tional public radio, women's history, Black history, and Earth Day actions. Walking the walk of 

specific Principles is introduced at each SoJus Sunday program. 

 Held a community forum with HRC and ACLU President Chris Link addressing “Civil Liberties 

in the Age of Obama.” 

  

4. SoJus Committee led the fellowship in social justice Advocacy. 

 joined with HRC to advocate for YS Village Council to pass a Partnership Registry to support 

LGBTs 

 gave out info. on pros and cons of all the state issues on the Nov. ballot at Fall Street Fair. 

 had petitions to Gov. Strickland to support Marriage Equality at Spring Street Fair. 

 continues to advocate for human rights in region of Darfur. 

 many members of UUF continue (for past 6 years) to stand for peace at the Sat. vigil in YS 

  

Goals of SoJus Committee for 2010-11 

 

SoJus will stand for justice and human rights with actions that are ongoing (see above) and actions 

developing during the year to address the UUA mission, the UUF vision and the areas of SoJus Ser-

vice, Education, and Advocacy. 

  

Joan Chappelle, co-chair, Social Justice Committee 2010 

Maple Syrup Time 
 

This celebration of the sap rising in trees to announce Spring will be held on Sunday, March 21.  The 

observance consists of a special song and then pancakes served during coffee hour.  The maple syrup 

is on hand; it was donated by Sharon Roth and we owe her many thanks!  We will be looking for 

people to mix the batter, young people to cook the pancakes and the loan of electric skillets or grid-

dles. 
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10th Annual Meeting & Spring Conference 

"Ten Best: Celebrating Ten Years in the Heartland 2001 - 2010" 

 
April 9 - 11, 2010 

 
Hosted by:   

First Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Ann Arbor, Michigan  

Dear Heartlanders: 

 

 You are invited to the 2010 Heart-

land District Annual Meeting & Spring 

Conference being held in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan celebrating our 10th Anniver-

sary. 

 This year, we are pleased to have 

the district Annual Meeting hosted by the 

First Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

of Ann Arbor.  First UU Congregation is 

home to over 550 UUs who enjoy a 

church home large enough to accommo-

date our district meeting. 

 We are doubly pleased to have Kay 

Montgomery, Executive Vice President of 

the UUA, as our keynote speaker. 

 The Quick Links menu to the right 

is your guide to the Annual Meeting ex-

perience.  As you click on the different 

topics, you'll learn about the conference 

venue, the wealth of workshop topics be-

ing offered, and how to register. 

 We look forward to meeting you 

and encourage you to make the weekend a 

family event. 

 

In Faith, 

Rev. Dr. Lisa Presley 

District Executive  

Learn more at: 

www.heartlanduu.org 

Kay Montgomery, Executive Vice President of 

the Unitarian Universalist Association, is the 

keynote speaker for this year's Annual Meeting. 

 

The title of Ms. Montgomery's speech is:  A 

Devil of a Decade: What's been good, bad and 

amazing about the last ten years - a reflection 

on the state of the world, the Association, and 

our congregations. 
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Yellow Springs 

P.O. Box 480 

Yellow Springs  OH  45387-1480 

The Principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association 
 
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 
 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at 
large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
 
The living tradition which we share draws from many sources: 
 

 Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a re-
newal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life; 

 Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil 
with justice, compassion and the transforming power of love; 

 Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life; 

 Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors as ourselves; 

 Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of science, and warn us 
against idolatries of the mind and spirit; 

 Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live 
in harmony with the rhythms of nature. 


